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Abstract

The article discusses the concept and significance of probation activities, and offers
suggestions and recommendations for more effective organization of this work.
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In the process of ongoing reforms in our country, one of the priority areas of state policy
is the protection of human rights, freedoms, and legitimate interests, ensuring the rule of law,
and improving the judicial and legal sphere. In particular, one of the practical manifestations
of these reforms is the realization of justice objectives, organizing the re-socialization of
individuals who have committed socially dangerous offenses and their rehabilitation, creating
conditions to raise legal awareness and legal culture, assisting in ensuring a balance between
legal requirements and human interests in the post-penitentiary adaptation process, as well
as developing effective and practical mechanisms for citizen participation in these processes -
in other words, the effective implementation of probation activities.

In particular, the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PP-4006 "On
Measures to Fundamentally Improve the Criminal Enforcement Legislation"[1] plays an
important role in the effective implementation of probation activities. In particular, based on
this decision, the Probation Service and its territorial divisions were established in the
composition of the Department of Public Security of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
Republic of Uzbekistan and its territorial divisions on the basis of the Inspectorate for the
Execution of Punishments Not Related to Imprisonment. In particular, today this service
carries out the organization of the execution of criminal punishments in the form of
deprivation of certain rights, compulsory community service, correctional labor and
restriction of liberty, as well as control over the behavior of persons who have been
conditionally convicted and released from prison.

It should be noted that the word "probation” is derived from the Latin word "probatio” -
test[2], which means ensuring the execution and control of punishments not related to
imprisonment in world practice. Specifically, the term "probation" is currently used:
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- In works on the study of the system of execution of criminal punishments [3];

- widely used in international legal documents, such as the Standard Minimum Rules for
the Treatment of Convicts (1955) approved by the United Nations General Assembly,[4] the
European Penitentiary Rules (1987) [5] and other cases.

The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On Probation" of August 7, 2024 defines
probation as a set of measures aimed at ensuring the execution of sentences in the form of
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deprivation of a certain right, compulsory community service, correctional labor, restriction
of liberty, providing socio-legal and educational influence on convicts, as well as preventing
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and eliminating offenses, identifying and eliminating the causes of the commission of offenses
and the conditions that allow them.

It would not be an exaggeration to say that in the social life of our country, the
imposition by the courts of punishments not related to imprisonment (71% in 2021, 74% in
2022, 76% in 2023) served to further increase the significance of probation. This created the
need to integrate the probation field with professional personnel, and in accordance with the
Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PP-207 "On Amendments and
Additions to Certain Decrees of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan," the Decree of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PP-5076 "On Measures to Introduce a
Qualitatively New System of Training Professional Personnel for Internal Affairs Bodies" of
April 15, 2022 was supplemented, according to which the training of legal and psychological
specialists in the field of

It can be said that the science of "probation activity” has a long history, first in 1927,
Thomas William Trotome wrote the first book "Probation in Europe,” and later began writing
about probation activity in many countries and entered the stage of development as a science.
Specifically, the subject of "Probation Activity" in Europe is a socio-pedagogical foundation,
characterized by a combination of control and assistance, and consists of the study of the
method of punishment. At the same time, the type of punishment not related to deprivation of
liberty is the knowledge of methods aimed at preventing the commission of repeat offenses,
which, depending on the criminological predisposition of the individual, allow him to change
his attitude towards the life of society and take his place in the social environment.

Probation activity refers to the activities of the probation service related to the
execution of criminal penalties and other measures of criminal law influence not related to
imprisonment, as well as the social adaptation of convicted persons.

It can be said that today the Probation Service has entered the criminal-executive
legislation of a number of developed countries (the USA, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, etc.) and
although the activities of this service are organized differently in different countries[10],
probation activity, in general, is aimed at the socialization of individuals who have committed
crimes into the life of society and their moral correction, as well as the organization of re-
education of probationers without separating them from the life of society.

We can also see that today, in the practice of developed countries and a number of
developing countries, the execution of non-custodial sentences applied to people as criminal
punishments is improving, and probation is developing. For example, in Moldova (2008),
Ukraine (2015), Armenia and Kazakhstan (2016), and Kyrgyzstan (2017), the function of
supervising those sentenced to non-custodial sentences was implemented by probation, and
the probation service was legally regulated.[11]

In our country, as noted above, the Probation Service, which ensures the execution of
criminal punishments not related to imprisonment, was established on January 1, 2019, by
the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PP-4006 of November 7, 2018
"On Measures to Fundamentally Improve Criminal Legislation." In particular, in this regard,
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, noted that "the role of the
internal affairs bodies in ensuring the social adaptation and return to a healthy life of citizens
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who have unwittingly fallen into the path of crime and are serving their sentences is also
increasing.In this direction, instead of the Inspectorate for the Execution of Punishments, we
called the "Probation Service."This service provided training and training of convicts in the
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necessary professions, employment, attracting them to private entrepreneurship, and most
importantly,

Also, in order to further develop probation activities, paragraph 30 of the state program
approved by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated February 3, 2021
No. UP-6155 "On the State Program for the Implementation of the Action Strategy in Five
Priority Areas of Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2017-2021 in the "Year of
Support for Youth and Strengthening Public Health" [14] defines tasks related to "further
improvement of the punishment enforcement and probation service with the widespread
introduction of international standards and the principle of human

It can be said that until today, the system of probation activities in our country has been
called labor and correctional work, the system of execution of criminal punishments, the
inspection of the execution of punishment, the system of bodies executing punishments not
related to imprisonment.

It should be noted that probation is a system of processes involving the execution of
non-custodial sentences and the socialization of individuals who have committed crimes into
society. In this system, the main task of the state and society is not only to punish those who
have committed crimes, but also to prevent them from committing crimes again in the future
and adapt them to the social life of society.

In particular, several experts commented on probation activities. For example, I.
Zharonkina notes that "probation activity influences the behavior of the convict in such a way
that he realizes his responsibility and takes the path of correction in consciousness." A.K.
[sergepova emphasizes that probation service is understood as a form of conditional
conviction, in which the convicted person is under the supervision of special bodies without
deprivation of liberty, and the requirements for the duration of conviction are determined by
the verdict.[16] These thoughts also reflect the significance of probation in society. Another
source indicates that "probation activity is a form of social and legal control,” meaning that
probation, along with the execution of punishment, also implements measures of
socialization. Other experts emphasized that the probation system and its activities include
state bodies and institutions administering criminal punishments not related to
imprisonment, organizational, legal, social, and public structures that ensure the achievement
of the goal of moral correction of convicts.[18]

The Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan "On Probation" defines "probation as a system of
individual control and socio-legal measures aimed at correcting the behavior of individuals
identified in categories, preventing new criminal offenses."

Local expert Sh.A. Khodjaev described the basics of probation as follows:

- alternative as a manifestation of a humanitarian attitude towards serving punishment;

- the formation of socially responsible behavior in conviction;

- encouraging social adaptation and preventing repeat offenses;

- assistance in the reintegration of the offender into the life of society;

- reducing the cost of maintaining penitentiary systems[20].

[t should be noted that probation as a legal institution has a long history in Europe. Also,
at the end of the 20th century, the institution of probation attracted the attention of the
United Nations and adopted one of the most important international legal acts in the fight
against crime.[21] In developed countries, probation activities are being strengthened and
improved by the adoption of legal foundations and the norms of international documents.
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At the same time, in the criminal-executive practice of some developed countries,
probation is an important element of the penitentiary system. For example, N.V. Ugolnikova
noted that "interconnected entities in the sphere of criminal punishment execution are a
unified management complex of institutions and bodies that execute criminal sentences in the
form of imprisonment."[22] V.M. Anisimkov emphasized that "the penal system is a
multidisciplinary, multifunctional social system."[23]

It can be said that the criminal-executive sphere should not only ensure the execution of

punishment, but also ensure the interests of the individual, society, and the state in the
execution of punishment.
In conclusion, it can be noted that today, the Probation Department of the Department of
Public Security of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, in the process of ensuring the execution of
punishments not related to deprivation of liberty, in particular, in maintaining public order
and ensuring public safety in residential areas, organizing crime prevention, raising the legal
awareness and culture of prisoners, and creating a lifestyle that corresponds to the way of life,
spirituality, values, and mentality of our people, effectively serve. However, as society always
develops, offenses also develop, become more complex, and improve. Therefore, raising the
efficiency of the probation department of the internal affairs bodies to a new level is a modern
requirement. In other words, it is advisable for the Probation Department of the Department
of Public Security of the Ministry of Internal Affairs to ensure public order and ensure public
safety, implement crime prevention, eliminate the causes and conditions that contributed to
the commission of crimes based on laws and subordinate regulatory legal acts, effectively use
forms and methods of activity, as well as official powers. It should be noted that the main task
of probation is not only to execute punishment, but also to ensure the re-socialization of
convicts in society.
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